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Dane County Regional Planning History

Vision 2020 2030 RTP 2035 RTP

1997 2006 2012

Regional Development Framework and 
Connect Greater Madison RTP

’21-
22

2016

Regional 
Values Survey

2050 RTP

2017



Plan Building Blocks 

Regional Values & 
Priorities Survey

Regional Development Framework

Local And 
Regional Plans

WisDOT Plans

A Greater 
Madison Vision

Connect Greater Madison

(2018)

(2016)

(2017)



PLANNING TOGETHER

 Shared forecasts
and growth
scenario

 Shared
goals/vision

CARPC Regional 
Development 
Framework

Connect Greater Madison 
MPO Regional 

Transportation Plan



Common Themes of Goals and Policies

 Increase Access to Jobs,
Housing & Services For All

 Increase Compact, Mixed,
Walkable Development

 Support Business, Job
Growth in Targeted
Sectors

 Reduce Racial Disparities

 Foster Climate Change
Resilience

 Conserve Farmland &
Natural & Fiscal Resources

Regional Development Framework

 Create Connected, Livable
Communities

 Improve Public Health & Safety

 Support Personal Prosperity &
the Economy

 Improve Equity

 Reduce Environmental Impact

 Establish Financial Viability of
the System

 Advance Transportation System
Efficiency & Reliability

Connect Greater Madison

Accessibility
Livability

Economic Prosperity
Equity

Sustainability
Resilience
Efficiency

Preservation



About CARPC

MISSION 
Strengthen the region by 
engaging communities through 
planning, collaboration and 
assistance.
VISION 
A region where communities 
create exceptional quality of 
life for all by working together 
to solve regional challenges.



Governance Structure
of CARPC

Mayor of Madison

Dane County Cities and 
Villages Assn.

Dane County Towns Assn.

Dane County Executive



About CARPC
What CARPC Does

Brings communities together to collaborate on 
land use and water quality plans

Develops a long-range Regional Development 
Framework that looks ahead 20-30 years.

Administers regional Water Quality 
Management Planning Program for DNR

Conducts watershed planning, and future urban 
development plans

Provides planning, mapping and data assistance 
to local communities

What CARPC Does NOT Do

Regulate land use

Establish ordinances or issue 
permits 

Conduct transportation, housing, or 
economic development planning



REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
FRAMEWORK

Greater Madison 
grows together



A resilient future starts 
with the decisions we 
make today.
The CARPC Regional Development Framework lays the 
necessary foundation to support continuing growth in 
the Greater Madison region by pinpointing the best 
opportunities available and mapping out realistic planning 
concepts that activate our greatest potential.



A regional 
approach

01

A GUIDE TO ACHIEVE 
OUR SHARED GOALS



Working together  
as a region.
When we work together across a region to tackle 
our shared challenges and achieve shared goals, we 
strengthen the region economically, improve our quality of 
life, and better protect natural and agricultural resources.



2050 +200,000BY THE YEAR

POPULATION GROWTH

A GROWING CHALLENGE
The choices we make today about how and where people live, work, 
and travel set the stage for the quality of life in the future. Agreeing 
on a direction now will ensure the region realizes its full potential.



Pulse of the 
region
HOW WE GROW MATTERS
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Over 9,000 people 
surveyed identified 
desires, challenges 
and their highest 
priorities.

9,186 2,109
PARTICPANTS COMMENTS



TOP PRIORITIES

01 02 03

Reduce climate change, 
reduce risk of flooding.

Increase access to 
opportunity for all.

Conserve tax, natural and 
agricultural resources.



The Regional 
Development 
Framework
THE CHALLENGE OF 
HOW TO GROW
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STRATEGY 1

Focus growth in 
centers & corridors



Focus growth in centers & corridors
STRATEGY 1 | HOW & WHERE TO GROW



42%
HOUSEHOLDS

38%
JOBS

Focus growth in centers & corridors
STRATEGY 1 | HOW & WHERE TO GROW



STRATEGY 2

Prioritize growth  
in already developed 
areas



Prioritize growth in already developed areas
STRATEGY 2 | HOW & WHERE TO GROW



Prioritize growth in already developed areas
STRATEGY 2 | HOW & WHERE TO GROW



Prioritize development in already developed areas
STRATEGY 2 | HOW & WHERE TO GROW

42%
HOUSEHOLDS

24%
JOBS



STRATEGY 3

Plan areas for  
business growth



Plan areas for business growth
STRATEGY 3 | HOW & WHERE TO GROW



STRATEGY 4

Plan traditional 
neighborhoods



Plan traditional neighborhoods
STEP 4 | HOW & WHERE TO GROW



Average household 
transportation  & utility costs

9% REDUCTION
FROM 2020 – 2050



Average household 
greenhouse gas emission

7% REDUCTION
FROM 2020 – 2050



STRATEGY 5

How and where to 
minimize growth



To protect important natural resources
STRATEGY 5 | HOW AND WHERE TO MINIMIZE GROWTH

Avoid protected resource areas Enhance stewardship areas 

01 02



To protect important natural resources
STRATEGY 5 | HOW AND WHERE TO MINIMIZE GROWTH



To preserve farming areas 
STRATEGY 5 | HOW AND WHERE TO MINIMIZE GROWTH

Minimize development in long-term 
farmland preservation areas 

Coordinate urban expansion in 
agricultural transition areas 

01 02



To preserve farming areas 
STRATEGY 5 | HOW AND WHERE TO MINIMIZE GROWTH



Urban development | Additional acres
PERFORMANCE 
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1,307
2050 SCENARIO

ACRES*
4,745
ACRES*

1990 –2015

*5-YEAR AVERAGE



Making it 
happen
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Local communities
MAKING IT HAPPEN

Local plans & 
development  
policies



Private sector
MAKING IT HAPPEN

Coordinate market 
demand with local 
planning



Transportation and housing connection
MAKING IT HAPPEN

Reducing transportation 
greenhouse gases 

Connecting people to jobs and resources

Transportation is critical to achieving regional 
greenhouse gas and access goals:



CARPC
MAKING IT HAPPEN

Assisting local communities Tracking and reporting progress

01 02



Regional Housing Strategy
MAKING IT HAPPEN

Housing policy is 
critical to achieving 
regional access to 
opportunity goal



Thank you





About the MPO

MISSION 
Lead the collaborative planning 
and funding of a sustainable, 
equitable transportation system 
for the greater Madison region.

VISION 
A sustainable, equitable regional 
transportation system that 
connects people, places, and 
opportunities to achieve an 
exceptional quality of life for all.



Governance Structure
of the Greater Madison MPO



About the MPO
What the MPO Does

Brings communities together to prioritize, 
coordinate, and fund transportation projects in 
our region.

Develops a long-range Regional Transportation 
Plan (RTP) that looks ahead 20-30 years.

Collects data and develops or supports special 
plans and studies.

Approves federal funding for projects.

Manages www.RideshareEtc.org and promotes 
sustainable transportation options such as 
bicycling, bus, carpool, vanpool and walking.

What the MPO Does NOT Do

Design, construct or maintain roadways 
or bike paths

Control traffic or enforce traffic laws 

Operate public transit service

Plan how land is used

20
50

http://www.rideshareetc.org/


What is a Regional Transportation Plan (RTP)?

The RTP sets the framework for the future of transportation in the Madison 
region.

 Official plan for federal and state funding purposes

 Identifies future transportation projects, studies, and strategies/actions to be 
implemented (20+ years)

 Based upon and designed to support CARPC’s Regional Development Framework and 
local comprehensive plans

 Financially constrained plan

 Refined through corridor, area, and mode specific plans and other planning efforts

Continuous, Coordinated, Comprehensive





What's New Since The 
Last Plan?

• Local Comprehensive Plan Updates

• Projections/RDF Growth Scenario

• New Travel Forecast Model

• Household Travel Survey

• Bus Rapid Transit (BRT)

• Transit Network Redesign

• Beltline Flex Lanes Project 

• COVID-19



Current RTP Plan Goals

Create Connected, Livable Communities

Improve Public Health & Safety

Support Personal Prosperity & the Economy

Improve Equity 

Reduce Environmental Impact

Advance Transportation System Efficiency & Reliability

Establish Financial Viability of the System



TRANSPORTATION TRENDS 
AND CRITICAL ISSUES



From Home to 
Work- Where Are 

People 
Commuting?



From Home to 
Work- Where Are 

People 
Commuting?



Weekday Trip Distribution by Mode

How Are People 
Using our 

Transportation 
System?

12,497,100

13,214,200

14,406,200

2000 2003 2006 2009 2012 2015 2018

Estimated Daily VMT for Dane 
County



Drivers of 
Change:

What New 
Technology and 

Changing Trends 
May Impact How 

We Use the 
Transportation 

System?

Vehicle 
Technology

Other 
Technologies

Shared 
Mobility

Telework

E-Commerce



Critical Issues:

Addressing 
Historical Racial 
Disparities and 
Ensuring Equity 

for ALL



Critical Issues:

Confronting 
Climate Change 

and 
Improving System 

Resiliency



Our Transportation System Today



Roadways

Average Daily Traffic Volumes

State: 

695
County: 

527
Local: 

626
1,848 
Miles

Regional Roadway Centerline Miles



CongestionTravel Time- AM Peak



Bridge and 
Pavement 
Conditions

Bridge and Pavement 
Conditions

Regional 
Roadway 
Pavement 
Condition 
Trends



5-Year Average Fatalities

5-Year Average Serious Injuries

5-Year Average Serious and Fatal Non-Motorized 
Crashes

Safety



Public Transit
Transit Service Area



Public Transit
Transit Access to Jobs 

(45 Minutes)
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Bus Rapid Transit

Bus Rapid Transit 
(BRT)



Intercity Bus

Lake Street

Dutch Mill



Pedestrian
Network



Bicycle
Network

Regional Low Stress 
Bike Network



Freight

Truck Volumes



Plan Website

https://greatermadisonmpo.konveio.com/



Public Comment

What we have heard 
so far:

Focus Groups 
Takeaways



Public Survey

• Public Survey now open, 
available in English and 
Spanish

• Looking for feedback on 
priorities for investment, 
policies, goals, and 
programs at a regional 
scale

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/DC23RYZ
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KWN66L9


Questions?
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